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| confess that itds been a difficult t aad d
itds certainly not due to a | ack of news.
of the busi est ever around the PCAB office.
this issue

Farm Stewardship Program Running Full Tilt

In April, the provincial government announced that the popular Farm Stewardship Program
would be continuing under Growing Forward and that PCAB would be the new delivery agent.
Since that time, webve been in high gear hi
processing a flood of applications and claims. Our field staff have also been very active help-
ing producers with the application process. For more information on this exciting program,

see page 6.

Swift Current Calls on PCAB for Assistance

The city of Swift Current dominated the headlines this summer as it battled a rat infestation.
While PCAB does deliver the provincial pest control program with an emphasis on Norway
Rats, urban municipalities typically fall outside the jurisdiction of the program. However, after
being approached by the city to provide some technical input, PCAB readily agreed to offer a
presentation at a town forum. Afterwards, PCAB coordinated an effort of trained pest control
officers working with city officials to address the infestation. For more information on this ef-
fort and the results, see page 5.

Summer is the Time for Field Days

After the crop is in the ground and the cat
field day to learn from other producers useful and progressive technigues of farm and ranch
management. Our watershed awareness field staff took advantage of the field day season by
showcasing numerous producers utilizing remote watering systems. These systems protect
sensitive riparian areas, maintaining water quality and quantity as well as improving herd
health. For more information on some of these field days, see page 2 & 3.
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Watershed Awareness Initiative Update

Jody Oliver, Watershed Awareness Coordinator
1-866-298-7222 ext 202
jody@saskpcab.com

Pasture and Livestock Watering Tours hosted bly P
Agri -Environmental Group Plans and the Agricultural Council of Saskatchewan
Summer 2009

Redberry Lake Biosphere, Hafford area - August 4, 2009

Forty producers gathered at the Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve and Education Centre, August 4™ to par-
ticipate in a pasture and watering system tour and information day. The tour was hosted and had funding
provided by PCAB6s Watershed Awareness I nitiative]( WA
cil of Saskatchewan (ACS). Representatives from various organizations were present including PCAB, Sas-
katchewan Watershed Authority (SWA) , Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture (MOA), Agri-Environmental
Services Branch (AESB), North Saskatchewan River Basin Council (NSRBC) and Solar West.

The day started with a demonstration from Solar West - showcasing one of their remote solar watering sys-
tems and how the product will work on elevated land, over hilly terrain, and the type of battery needed. This
demonstration was followed by stops at three sites showcasing three different water systems (which were
projects completed through the Redberry AEGP). Each producer talked about how the system worked for
them and their grazing system. Producers had the important opportunity to ask about, discuss and compare
different watering systems to see what could fit on their own farms.

The first stop on the tour was at Andrew Hawrysh's operation, where a solar watering system uses a well as
the water source. This system provides water to multiple paddocks, aiding in his rotational grazing

system which incorporates bale grazing . Discussions about the effectiveness of bale grazing in increas-
ing stand productivity as well as the functions of healthy rangelands followed. Jeremy Brown, PAg with SWA
discussed the forage variety seeded by Andrew and compared bale grazed vs. non bale grazed sites. He
also discussed the effect on bare ground and litter on the site and their relevance to pasture production/
health.

The second stop was at Kelly Wall's operation, where a winter watering system with a heated electric
pump/float system in a shallow well is used in conjunction with swath grazing. This system consists of
a 20 foot culvert in the bank of a hill that protects the pipes from freezing (ground heat) and supplies approxi-
mately 170 head (note: this is also one of the systems noted in the Livestock Watering Systems in Sas-
katchewan: Producer Experiences handbook, page 40).Discussions pertaining to nutrient contamination
risks to surface water from cattle vs. waterfowl took place due to a large naturally occurring wetland.
fiThe field day provided a great opportunity to bring together livestock producers to witness off-site watering
systems and pasture management methods. It was a day full of visual and written information, idea sharing
and f r i eYidas Neamjske(Breelance reporter, The Battle-
gl fords Regional Optimist).

The third stop was at Darrel and Peggy Walker's custom grazing

£ operation, looking at a pasture pipeline and home built tire
troughs . The combination of their rotational grazing system and
pipeline systems was explained to the group, as well as brush
management using chemical and mowing to improve grazing po-
tential of the land. Attendees also looked at the trenching imple-
ment used for the pipeline installation.

Trough with heated electric pump/fl ojat s




Wat er shed

Creelman Area 1 July 30, 2009

Fifty five producers were shuttled around to 4 different stops to see first hand beneficial management
practices that enhance both agriculture operations and the environment.

The first stop was Barry Haeaewd obsarvdd aEdmate winter vaterang 0 s
system, remote summer watering system, rotational grazing and electric fencing. Barry talked
about his different systems and the pros and cons of each and how they fit into his operation.

Second stop was Ga BofhaMioter svdtesing gyatent amd pertable summer system

are being utilized to protect the dugout in this 320 acre pasture. As well Gary discussed his systems and
how they fit in his operation. There was much interaction amongst the group asking questions and shar-
ing their experiences.

Next the tour went to Gooseberry Lake, HenelRandyeandiles
Johnston have fenced out the lake, cross fenced pasture into 3 paddocks, and set up a solar water-

ing system so cattle do not access the lake. PCAB and SWA did a water infiltration demonstration and
reiterated the importance of having litter on your pastures. This was done through 6 inch tubing pounded
into the ground areas representing healthy pasture and unhealthy pasture showing how long a heavy rain-
fall would take to soak up and what the effects are to the watershed. Litter was explained and we were
shown how to calculate Ibs/acre of litter on a pasture and what was considered healthy in this area.

Last stop was to Les
native pasture. The group split up and
identified native range plants, and dis-
cussed indicators of rangeland health

To end the day we went back to Nisku
Farms (Les and Linda Johnston), for a
roast beef supper and socializing.

Both field tours included presentations by
each organization present providing a brief
description of programs they offer/
administer. In kind support for the event
was provided by SWA, DUC, Sask. Minis-
try of Ag and AESB. Financial support was
provided by the Agriculture Council of Sas-
katchewan through the Advancing Cana-
dian Agriculture and Agri-Food Saskatche-
wan (ACAAFS) program provided by Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Canada.

Meet our Watershed Advisors!
For more information on the Watershed Awareness Initiative or to enquire about in-
creasing watershed awareness in your area, contact one of our local advisors:

Kim Robson Julie Mackenzie Digit Guedo )
Southey, SK Hazenmore, SK Waskesiu Lake, SK y:

306-746-2204 (306)264-3884 306-663-4100 J
Gord Vaadeland Jill Debenham

Big River, SK Kennedy SK Watershed Awareness Initiative
(306)469-2356 306-736-8980




Pest Control Update

Debra Amundrud, Pest Control Coordinator
1-866-298-7222 ext 206 ; (306) 222-6367 cell
debra@saskpcab.com

Travis Quirk, Pest Control Coordinator
1-866-298-7222 ext. 204
travis@saskpcab.com

Upcoming Events: Retirements

Zone 1 Meeting

November 3, 2009 work and dedication.

All the best in your retirement.
Yorkton Trade Show y

November 11-14, 2009

Canadian Agribition
November 23-28,2009

Rat Programs 3 Then and Now

About 10 years ago at the Pest Control Officers Conference in Wey-
burn, the Sask. Deputy Minister of Agriculture suggested that she would
like to see grant money be used for cleanup of vacant farmsteads. Dis-
trict 8 ADD Board decided to make available a $1,500 grant per R.M.
per year, providing the RM or ratepayer put up $1 for every $2 of grant
funding.

This is the 10th year that District 8 has had the Rat Cleanup Program
which dealt mainly with cleaning up vacant farmsteads. Since 2005,
grants have also been available for old buildings on occupied farms that
are or could become rat harbourage. Since 2005, the $1,500 grant is
also available to towns and villages for cleanup of rat harbours in their
jurisdiction.

In 10 years they have cleaned up 248 sites, the majority being vacant
farmsteads, as well as 5 garbage dumps, 2 farmer owned elevators and
rat harbours in 10 towns and villages.

A number of RM&6s have cleaned up
with the exception of absentee landlords or uncooperative owners. RM
Councils continue to promote this program as they know that vacant
farms that are cleaned up reduce bait costs and costs for future Pest
Control Officers visits.

Keep up the Good Work i ADD Board #8 !

PCAB promotes a clean up program identifying sites that can be demol-
ished or cleaned up. PCAB invites you to submit an application for the
clean up and demolition of abandoned farm yards or agricultural sites
aiding in rat control.

We encourage the recycling of demolished buildings to be donated to
various organizations to utilize the materials in projects such as bait
stations, bird houses, bat houses, raptor stands, plant

holders, picture frames, etc.

A Big Thank You goes out to Doug Johns-
ton - Pest Control Officer for all your hard

Travis Quirk, Russ Wyatt, Debra Amundrud Ron Wood

As a token of our appreciation, PCAB was pleased to present gifts to Russ
Wyatt as the first Pest Control Officer to submit his Rat Infestation Sheets,
and Ron Wood as the first Pest Control Officer to submit pictures for the
PCAB Newsletter.

Mosquito & Biting Fly Course

PCAB works with Sask Health to promote awareness in regards
to the West Nile Virus Program. This year our main focus is
education and awareness. We feel there is no one better to pro-
mote this program than our Pest Control Officers. The Pest
Control Officers have a strong history of promoting education

and awareness regarding pest control and of ensuring the health
and safety of Saskatchewan residents.

If you are interested in taking this course, please feel free to con-
tact me at 1 -866-298-7222 or by email at debra@saskpcab.com.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to

enhance your service to Saskatchewan residents.
st of their vacant farmsteads,

We now have electronic version of Rat Inspection &
Monthly Inspection Sheets available on our website
www.saskpcab.com

We have in stock - Warning Rat Poison signs in adhe-
sive back, also Poison Rat Bait Do Not Touch labels,

brochures on Zero Tolerance for Rats, Prevention Baiting
& Protect Yourself - West Nile Virus. If you need any sup-
plies feel free to call me at 1 -866-298-7222 or by email
at debra@saskpcab.com.

A new product out from Bell Labs - ZP Rodent Bait -
Kills Rats, Mice & Gophers, contact Russ Templeton at
1-800-418-9242 or at rtempleton@belllabs.com

Remember your Rat Inspection Re-
ports are due November 30, 2009.




