[bookmark: _GoBack]Melissa grew up near Canwood, SK. She loved the outdoors right from the start, and she spent most of her youth on horseback. She completed a degree in sociology from the University of Saskatchewan and then a Masters in Forest Conservation from the University of Toronto. Melissa enjoyed many years working in the forest industry as a tree planter and tree plant supervisor. 

Melissa, her partner Bill, and their daughter Navarra now live along the Shell River on the property where Melissa grew up. In addition to her work with PCAB, Melissa and Bill operate a bison ranch. They market their naturally raised bison products through Parkland Meats in Shellbrook, which is owned and operated by Bill’s parents. 



